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Course Description: There is overwhelming scientific consensus on the anthropogenic 
nature of climate change and the necessity of immediate action to mitigate the effects. But 
political action at the national and international stages have not kept pace with the urgency of 
the problem. In this course, we draw on a broad array of readings to understand the normative 
and empirical challenges to decisive political action against climate change. Why have 
political actors found it difficult to agree on an effective response to climate change? What 
might a just response to climate change look like? We also discuss the politics of climate 
change denial and survey the proposed solutions to climate change.  

Course Objectives: Through this course, students will: 

• Understand the scientific basis of climate change and the need for policies to address 
it 

• Evaluate the broad history of climate negotiations and understand how and why 
politics has hindered the implementation of climate change policies 

• Understand climate change denial as a political position 
• Analyse the political viability of real-life climate change policies at the domestic and 

international levels. 

Pre-requisites, if any: NONE 

Short Summary for Inclusion in the courses of study booklet 

Climate Change as a political problem; History of the International Climate 
Negotiations; Empirical Political Science: Why is a political solution to climate change 
so difficult?; Public opinion challenge; Coordination challenge; Economic challenge; 
Interest Groups and Advocacy; Politics of climate change denial; Role of Media; 
Expertise and democracy; Ethical dimensions of climate change; Distribution and 
economic inequality; What we owe to the future generations; Proposed policy solutions: 
Environmental federalism and its critics, ecomodernism and its critics, market-based 
approach and its critics, regulation approach and its critics, geo-engineering and its 
critics. 

  



Course Content 

Title Sessions 
Climate Change as a political problem 

• The science of climate change.  
• Framing climate change as a political problem 
• Contradictions of climate economics and capitalism 

2 

History of the International Climate Negotiations 
• Rio to Copenhagen 
• Paris to Now 

2 

Empirical Political Science: Why is a political solution to 
climate change so difficult? 

• Public opinion challenge 
• Coordination challenge 
• Economic challenge 

3 

Interest Groups and Advocacy 
• Politics of climate change denial 
• Role of Media 
• Role of Experts in Democracy 

2 

Ethical dimensions of climate change: What would a just 
response look like? 

• Ethics of climate change 
• Distribution 
• Future Generations  

2 

Policy:  How should we tackle climate change?  
• Proposed solutions to climate change and their critics 
• Environmental federalism, ecomodernism, market-

based approaches, regulation approaches, geo-
engineering 

3 
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