Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur
Revised Course Proposal
(Upgradation of ENG453 from 5 Credit Course to 9 Credit Course)

1. Course No: ENG453

2. Course Title: Linguistic Universals
3. Per Week Lectures: (3+0+0+0): 9

4. Duration of Course: Full Semester

5. Proposing Department/IDP: Humanities and Social Sciences
Other Departments/IDPs which may be interested in the proposed course: NA
Other faculty members interested in teaching the proposed course:
Chaithra Puttaswamy, Usha Udaar, and Chinmay Dharurkar
6. Revised Course Proposing Instructor(s):Sh. Francis Monsang

7. Course Description:

This course aims to provide an understanding of the linguistic universals—properties that
all languages have in common despite innumerable variations across languages. The
course will introduce students to the theoretical and empirical issues that underlie the
concept of linguistic universals. It will address universals of language structures such as
grammatical categories, phonological, morphological, syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic
universals, with some examples from South Asian languages. It will also deal with
universals in language change and acquisition. With this awareness of the shared
properties and structures that all languages have, students will be able to understand the
ways in which languages are similar (linguistic universals) in linguistic theory and use

their innate linguistic abilities to grasp key aspects of language concepts more quickly.

A) Objectives:

The objectives of the course are:

1)To examine how languages are similar (linguistic universals) in their structural properties
despite numerous variations across languages, and

il) To understand the theoretical and empiricalmethods used in the study of linguistic

universals.



B) Contents (preferably in the form of 5 to 10 broad titles):

SN | Broad Title Topics Number
of
Lectures
1 In search of What are linguistic universals?How to we find 2
linguistic universals | universals? Inductive vs. deductive approaches to
the study of linguistic universals.
2 Types oflinguistic Formal and substantive universals,absolute 2
universals universals andtendencies, implicational and non-
implicational universals.

3 Explanations for Monogenesis  hypothesis, language contact 2

linguistic universals | hypothesis, innateness hypothesis.

4 Theoretical and Empirical approach: Greenberg’s concept of 4

empirical language universals;

approaches to Theoreticalapproach: Chomsky’s concept of

linguistic universals | universal ~ grammar, language  universals,
parametric variation,and minimalist programme.

5 Linguistic universals | Linguistic ~ universals in  typology; some 2

and typology generalization about language.

6 Grammatical Word class universals; person,number, 3

categoryuniversals gender,tense, aspect; Greenberg’s grammatical
related universals.

7 Phonological Universals of speech sounds: vowels, consonants; 4

universals phonotacticuniversals; syllables; non-arbitrariness
of phonological form: interjections, onomatopoeia,
parental terms, sound symbolism.

8 Morphological Morphemes, root and  affixes,inflection, 4

universals derivation, compounding;Greenberg’s
morphological universals.

9 Syntactic universals | Universals of basic word order; major principles 6
of wuniversal grammar: structural dependency,
headedness  principle, embedded principle,
projection principle, locality principle; anaphora,
imperative, interrogative, negative construction;
negative polarity items, relative
clause;Greenberg’s syntactic universals.

10 | Semantic and Universals of sound and meaning relationship; 4

pragmatic universals | effability hypothesis;basic color terms, kinship
terminology; entailment,universal presuppositions,
deixis,conversational implicature.

11 | Language change Language change, reason for language 2

and universals change,types of language change.

12 | Universal grammar | Chomsky’s Innateness hypothesis, Chomsky’s 3

and language
acquisition

theory of language acquisition; ability of human
beings to acquire, know, and use language.




C) Pre-requisites: NONE

D) Short summary for including in the Courses of Study Booklet:
This course provides an overview of the linguistic universals, properties that all languages
have in common despite innumerable variations across languages, as understood in the
linguistic research.The course will introduce students to the theoretical and empirical
issues that underlie the concept of linguistic universals. It will cover universals of
language structures such as grammatical categories, phonological, morphological,
syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic universals,with some examples from South Asian
languages. It will also deal with universals in language change and acquisition. The study
will provide an understanding of the ways in which languages are similar in some of their

structural properties.
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9. Any other remarks:

The course is for undergraduates, and the course pedagogy involves lectures and discussion
of research papers in the domains of linguistic universals.
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